
School District No.22 (Vernon)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

            Programs for Kindergarten to Grade 12

mailto:international@sd22.bc.ca


 

Table of Contents 
 

Page 
             
1. Welcome ......................................................................................................... 3 

2. Our School District ........................................................................................... 4 

3. Vernon – A Great Place To Learn ................................................................... 5 

4. Programs Offered by SD #22 .......................................................................... 7 

5. Our Communities ............................................................................................. 9 

6. Our Schools ................................................................................................... 10 

7. Selected School Profiles ................................................................................ 11 

8. Activities ........................................................................................................ 16 

9. Services Provided by SD #22 ........................................................................ 17 

a. Supervised Homestay Program and Other Living Options…………….17 
b. Medical Insurance ............................................................................... 21 
c. Airport Pickup ..................................................................................... 22 
d. Custodianship ..................................................................................... 22 
e. Orientation .......................................................................................... 22 
f. School Bus Transportation .................................................................. 22 
g. Revalidation of Foreign Transcripts .................................................... 22 
h. Multiple Entry Time ............................................................................. 23 
i. Extension of Study Permit ................................................................... 23 
j. Counseling and Assistance with Transition into Post-secondary 

Institutions ........................................................................................... 23 
 

10. Application Process ....................................................................................... 24 

11. Program Fees ................................................................................................ 26 

12. Refund Policy ................................................................................................ 26 

13. Study Permit Regulations ............................................................................. 28 

 

 



 

Welcome 

 
School District #22 (Vernon) (SD #22) welcomes international students to join us 
for a unique opportunity to receive an outstanding education in one of the most 
scenic areas of Canada. Our programs meet the diverse needs of our students 
and prepare them for success in their personal, academic, cultural, and social 
goals. Our schools are great places for: 
 
 English language learning 
 Experiencing Canadian cultural and social life 
 Enhancing specific talents or gifts in sports, music, and fine arts 
 Transition and entry into post-secondary institutions 
 
Come join us! Experience the rich Canadian culture in the beautiful interior of 
British Columbia…and gain an excellent education! 
 
Message from the International Student Education Department 
The International team of SD #22 welcomes international students to the 
outstanding school division of Vernon…a great place to learn, live and experience 
natural beauty. Dedicated to serving your individual needs so that you can meet 
your personal goals, we are an outstanding school division focused on the positive 
growth and development of all our students. Come join us at SD #22.  
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Our School District   
Located in beautiful British Columbia, Canada, we provide services to the 
communities of Vernon, Coldstream, Lavington, Lumby, and Cherryville. 
 
 

 
 
 
Our school district is located in the beautiful Okanagan Valley, famous for its 
orchards, vineyards, lakes and mountains. SD #22’s international student 
education program is offered at schools enrolling students from grades 4 to 12. 
Students have access to all subjects in the British Columbia secondary school 
curriculum as well as a choice of exciting specialty programs including online 
education, soccer, skiing, snowboarding, golf, hockey, outdoor education, and 
forestry. 
 
It is the combined effort of students, parents, employees, and community members 
that has enabled our students to be academically successful and responsible 
citizens of the community and world at large. 
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Vernon – A Great Place to Learn 
 
Why choose SD #22?  We offer: 
 
 High academic standards with university and college preparation programs 
 One of the highest graduation rates in British Columbia 
 International airport within 30 minutes 
 Leading tourist destination of Canada 
 A great climate 
 Many specialty  programs including: 

• Outdoor education 
• Online education 
• Whitecaps FC Vernon Soccer Academy 
• Hockey Canada Skills Academy 

 
ESL Programs in Elementary (grades K-7) and Secondary (grades 8-12) 
Schools  
 
SD #22 offers both an integrated ESL program and a stand-alone ESL program. 
Students will be able to challenge English proficiency tests such TOEFL or IELTS 
after completion of our Grade 12 English program. 
 
We are dedicated to provide you with an exceptional opportunity to gain an 
excellent education, meet new friends, learn English, and experience a truly 
Canadian way of life in our community. 
 
Facts About SD #22 
 
 School Division year of inception 1946 
 International Student Program established in 1990 
 Program level: Kindergarten to Grade 12 (ages 5-18) 
 School year: September to June 
 Summer semester academic - July and August (Continuing Education) 
 Diploma earned after completion of Grade 12 – BC High School Diploma 

(Dogwood) 
 Hours of Instruction per week: 25 hours and 45 minutes 
 Student/teacher ratio: 19:1 
 Academic class size between 23-30 
 Entry times:  September, November, February, and April 
 Student population: 9600 
 Number of Schools: 22 
 School sizes range from 500 students to 1000 students 
 French immersion available 
 Selected Advanced Placement courses available 
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Linkages to Post-Secondary Institutions in BC 
 

• University of British Columbia  www.ubc.ca 
• Simon Fraser University   www.sfu.ca 
• Thompson Rivers University  www.tru.ca 
• Okanagan College    www.okanagan.bc.ca 
• University  of Northern BC   www.unbc.ca 
• Vancouver Film School, Vancouver www.vfs.com 
• Emily Carr University of Art and Design www.ecuad.ca 
• University of Victoria   www.uvic.ca 
• Vancouver Island University  www.viu.ca 

 
 
Linkages to Post-Secondary Institutions in Canada 
 

• Dalhousie University   www.dalhousie.ca 
• Laurentian University of Sudbury  www.laurentian.ca   
• Laval University    www.ulaval.ca 
• McGill University    www.mcgill.ca 
• McMaster University   www.mcmaster.ca 
• Memorial University of Newfoundland www.mun.ca 
• Queen’s University    www.queensu.ca 
• Seneca College    www.senecacollege.ca 
• Sheridan Institute    www.sheridaninstitute.ca 
• St. Mary’s University   www.smu.ca 
• University of Alberta    www.ualberta.ca 
• University of Calgary   www.ucalgary.ca 
• University of Manitoba   www.umanitoba.ca 
• University of New Brunswick  www.unb.ca 
• University of Ottawa    www.uottawa.ca 
• University of Saskatchewan  www.usask.ca 
• University of Toronto   www.utoronto.ca 
• York University    www.yorku.ca 
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Programs Offered by SD #22 
 
Elementary School Program  (Grade K to 7)   
International students can study in our elementary schools for long term and short 
term study programs. Please note that SD #22 cannot take custodianship of 
children under the age of 11 but can sign as custodian for those between 11 and 
19 years of age. Parents are welcome to accompany their children to our 
community and live with the children for the duration of their study. Elementary 
students under 11 years may also live with relatives or guardians appointed by 
their parents.  
 
Secondary School Programs  (Grade 8-12)  High School Graduates   
Students may enroll for all or part of the British Columbia high school graduation 
program offered at School District #22. This program is a set program combining 
core (required) subjects and elective subjects to meet the BC Ministry of Education 
requirements for a high school diploma. Students may receive credit for work 
already completed in another jurisdiction. An assessment of previous education 
will be completed upon application to the program. A program outlining remaining 
credits will be determined at that time. 

 
Please note that in order to complete a BC high school diploma, students will need 
to meet specific requirements outlined by the Ministry of Education regardless of 
the level of education completed prior to arriving in BC. 

 
University Preparation and Fast Track High School Programs  
Students who have already completed their high school program in their home 
country but wish to complete some studies in Canada prior to gaining admission to 
a post-secondary program may wish to consider the University Preparation 
program. This program is designed specifically for students who: 

• Require additional English language education prior to beginning a 
university program 

• Need upgrading to their previous secondary grades 
• Wish to acquire a foundation in the Canadian education system prior to 

entering the university system. 
Students who complete this program will select a number of courses focused in 
English language development and the academic areas matching their post-
secondary goals. This program focuses on facilitating the transition to Canadian 
post-secondary life and preparation for standardized English testing necessary for 
admission to many universities. 

 
English Prep Program 
This one- or two-week program is for students who want an intensive English 
course before beginning their September program.  An orientation to Vernon and 
the BC school system is provided for students new to Vernon. 
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ESL Program  
Our ESL program is based on assisting students with ESL needs in an integrated 
learning environment. All students are tested for placement to determine the level 
of assistance needed for them to experience success in their academic programs. 
 
Summer Short-term ESL Program  (Also available for groups) 
This program is for academic purposes and/or activity based programs. It features 
English instruction by certified teachers, homestay or accommodation at Silver 
Star Mountain Resort, with a full spectrum of fun activities such as mountain 
biking, roller blading, hiking, swimming, golf, water sports, water slides, O’Keefe 
Ranch, kayaking/canoeing, fitness gym, horseback riding, chairlift rides, indoor 
rock climbing, and sailing.  
 
International Summer School Program 
We offer a full credit summer school (June to August). International students with 
good English skills may participate with other Vernon students. Students may 
choose this opportunity to upgrade or prepare for the next level of course work.  
Please visit our website for a complete list of available courses. 
 
Winter Short-term Study Program  (Also available for groups) 
Students can join regular classes and receive a first-hand experience of our 
education system.  ESL instruction is provided and students participate in local 
activities such as skiing and snowboarding at Silver Star Mountain. Other activities 
include gym nights, snow tubing, swimming, skating, junior hockey action, Vernon 
Winter Carnival, mountain-climbing wall, movie nights, Okanagan tour, and the 
Science Centre.  
 
Hockey Canada Skills Academy*  
Students will take the academic program along with further development of ice 
hockey skills. Students will actively participate in the sport. 
 
Whitecaps FC Vernon Soccer Academy*  
Students will take the academic program along with the development of soccer 
skills. Students will actively participate in the sport. 
 
* Students must meet requirements to enter these programs and must be 

qualified to join the program. 
 
Extra curricular activities and programs offered by our division: 
 Band 
 Choir 
 Drama 
 Student Leadership 

 Basketball, Volleyball 
 Football 
 Skiing 
 Skating  
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Our Communities 
 
The City of Vernon is well known for its beautiful setting amid valleys, mountains, 
rivers and lakes. Bordered by Kalamalka, Okanagan and Swan Lakes, Vernon has 
a great climate with four seasons and hosts year round recreation activities. 
Greater Vernon has a population that exceeds 55,000 with a healthy, diversified 
economy based on services, manufacturing, forestry and tourism. Vernon is home 
to Silver Star Mountain Ski Resort and world class Predator Ridge Golf Course. 
Summer activities include boating, fishing, mountain biking, sailing, swimming and 
golf.  In winter, there is alpine skiing, snowboarding, skating and tobogganing. 
There are museums, historic sites, galleries and theatre to experience the unique 
character of our community. 
 
Vernon is a leading tourist destination in Canada and a desirable place to live.  It 
has an international airport within 30 minutes, and the City of Vancouver is a mere 
4.5 hours drive away.  
 
SD #22 encompasses the City of Vernon and the smaller towns of Coldstream, 
Lavington, Lumby and Cherryville.  
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Our Schools 
 

CHARLES BLOOM SECONDARY 
(1894 Glencaird Street) 
PO Box 220 
Lumby, BC   V0E 2G0 
http://bloom.sd22.bc.ca 
 
CLARENCE FULTON SECONDARY 
(2301 Fulton Road) 
Vernon, BC   V1H 1Y1 
http://fulton.sd22.bc.ca 
 
KALAMALKA SECONDARY 
7900 McClounie Road 
Vernon, BC   V1B 1P8 
http://kalamalka.sd22.bc.ca 
 
VERNON SECONDARY  
2303 - 18th Street 
Vernon, BC   V1T 3Z9 
http://vss.sd22.bc.ca 
 
W. L. SEATON SECONDARY 
2701 - 41st Avenue 
Vernon, BC   V1T 6X3 
http://seaton.sd22.bc.ca 
 
Elementary 
 
ALEXIS PARK ELEMENTARY 
4205 - 35th Street 
Vernon, BC   V1T 6C4 
http://alexispark.sd22.bc.ca 
 
BEAIRSTO ELEMENTARY  
3302 - 27th Street 
Vernon, BC   V1T 4W7 
http://beairsto.sd22.bc.ca 
 

BX ELEMENTARY 
5849 Silver Star Road 
Vernon, BC   V1B 3P6 
http://bx.sd22.bc.ca 
 

CHERRYVILLE ELEMENTARY 
108 North Fork Road 
Lumby, BC   V0E 2G3 
http://cherryville.sd22.bc.ca 

 
COLDSTREAM ELEMENTARY 
10104 Kalamalka Road 
Coldstream, BC   V1B 1L7 
http://coldstream.sd22.bc.ca 
 
 
 

 
 
 
ELLISON ELEMENTARY 

(2400 Fulton Road) 
PO Box 2400 
Vernon, BC   V1H 1S3 
http://ellison.sd22.bc.ca 
 
HARWOOD ELEMENTARY 
4320 - 20th Street 
Vernon, BC   V1T 4E3 
http://harwood.sd22.bc.ca 
 
HILLVIEW ELEMENTARY 
1822 Francis Street 
Vernon, BC   V1B 3A5 
http://hillview.sd22.bc.ca 

J. W. INGLIS ELEMENTARY 

(2287 Shuswap Avenue) 
PO Box 369 
Lumby, BC   V0E 2G0 
http://jwinglis.sd22.bc.ca 
 
KIDSTON ELEMENTARY 
12101 Linden Drive 
Coldstream, BC   V1B 2H3 
http://kidston.sd22.bc.ca 
 
LAVINGTON ELEMENTARY 
9715 School Road 
Vernon, BC   V1B 3G4 
http://lavington.sd22.bc.ca 
 
MISSION HILL ELEMENTARY 
1510 - 36th Street 
Vernon, BC   V1T 6C8 
http://missionhill.sd22.bc.ca 
 
OKANAGAN LANDING ELEMENTARY 
7322 Grant Road 
Vernon, BC   V1H 1G6 
http://oklanding.sd22.bc.ca 
 
SILVER STAR ELEMENTARY 
1404 - 35th Avenue 
Vernon, BC   V1T 2R6 
http://silverstar.sd22.bc.ca 
 
Alternative Schools 
SD 22 also operates a number of alternative schools 
 encompassing online and outreach programs, 
together with other methods of delivery.  Please 
check our website for all the alternatives available. 
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 Selected School Profiles  
 
Clarence Fulton Secondary School 

Location: 2301 Fulton Reach, Vernon, BC 
Mission Statement: We will provide diverse opportunities for all students to 

experience success, strive for excellence, and become responsible learners. 
These opportunities will be provided in a safe, accepting environment that 
promotes consideration, caring, courtesy, cooperation and communication. 

Local Student Population: approx. 900 
Sport Activities & Facilities: Volleyball, Cross Country, Basketball, Football, 

Rugby, Soccer, Table Tennis, Tennis, Golf, Wrestling, Leadership Class, 
SuperGrad Committee, Grad Committee, Counter Attack, Peer Counseling, 
Yearbook Club, Games Room, Student Voice, Jazz Choir, Fine Arts 
Production, Jazz Band, Chorus, Dances 

Main Strengths: Athletics, Fine Arts, environmental involvement in community, 
and beyond 

A Statement for International Students: Our student population is truly 
multicultural with over 50 countries of origin being represented. The school 
is proud of the continued achievement of our students academically as well 
as in athletics, fine arts, and technology education. Our students continue to 
excel locally, provincially and nationally in all these areas. 

 
Kalamalka Secondary School 

Location: Coldstream, BC 
Mission Statement: To foster achievement, self esteem and social 

responsibility in a safe, supportive and progressive environment. 
Local Student:  approx. 700 
Sport Activities & Facilities: Cross-country Running, Volleyball, Football, 

Swimming, Basketball, Rugby, Golf, Tennis, Soccer, Gym, Weight Room, 
Playing Fields and Tennis Courts 

Main Strengths: Academic excellence, fine arts including an outstanding band 
program and athletics. 

A Statement for International Students: Kalamalka is a welcoming, high 
achieving school whose motto is “Towards Honour and Excellence”. 

 
Vernon Secondary School 

Location: 2303 18th Street, Vernon BC 
Mission Statement: Vernon Secondary School values the unique attributes of 

each individual. We seek to provide a secure environment in which learners 
strive to achieve their personal best. We seek to enhance the attitudes, 
knowledge, and skills of all students so that they may become lifelong 
learners and adaptable, contributing and responsible citizens. 

Local Student Population: approx.1000 
Sport Activities & Facilities: Volleyball, Basketball, Football, Soccer, Golf, 

Swimming, Cross Country, Debating, Drama, Leadership 
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Main Strengths: The school has a proud history of achievements in athletics, 
fine arts, and academics. V.S.S. athletes are recognized provincial 
contenders in golf, curling, football, volleyball, basketball, cross-country 
running and soccer. Drama has earned a reputation for excellence in both 
theatre and musical theatre productions. Academically V.S.S. students have 
been recognized among the best in British Columbia in economics in the 
past few years. 

 A Statement for International Students: Vernon Secondary provides an 
outstanding balance for international students as a place to grow both 
academically and socially. The broad range of programs offered at V.S.S. 
allows international students the ability to experience course work in 
whatever areas their passions lie. 

 
W.L. Seaton Secondary School 

Location: Downtown Vernon, 2701 – 41st Avenue 
Mission Statement: To prepare students for a changing world by encouraging 

them to continuously explore, develop and achieve their individual potential 
in an open, accepting, and respectful environment. 

Local Student Population: approx. 850 
Sport Activities & Facilities: Volleyball, Football, Basketball, Soccer, Track & 

Field, Rugby, Tennis, Golf, Playing Fields, Gymnasium, Weight Room, Full-
size Indoor Climbing Facility 

Main Strengths: Academics, exceptional drama program, award winning music 
program, diverse student population. 

A Statement For International Students: Welcome to Seaton. Our 
international program continues to grow and we look forward to having you 
join our school community. 

 
Alexis Park Elementary School 

Location: 4205 – 35th Street (across from the multi-plex) 
Mission Statement: At Alexis Park, we are a safe, responsible, respectful 

learning community. 
Local Student Population: approx. 250 
Sport Activities & Facilities: Regular school sports: Volleyball, Basketball, 

Cross Country Running, Track & Field 
Main Strengths: Upper guides use technology for much of their curriculum. 

First Nations art is visible in our school due to our high number of First 
Nations students. 

A Statement for International Students: We are a culturally sensitive school 
and involved within our community in the area of fine arts. 
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Ecole Beairsto Elementary School (Single-track French Immersion) 
Location: 3302 – 27th Street, Vernon, BC 
Mission Statement: In a French Immersion setting, our mission is to nurture 

the continuing growth of children’s knowledge and understanding of 
themselves and the world, and to encourage them to strive for excellence in 
their educational journey. We are committed to providing all children with a 
safe, caring and stimulating environment where learning flourishes. 

Local Student Population: approx. 524 
Sport Activities & Facilities: Basketball, Volleyball, Cross Country Skiing, 

Downhill Skiing, Chess Club, Cross Country Running, Choir, Fencing, Track 
& Field, Swimming, Skating, Snowshoeing 

Main Strengths: We are the largest single-track French Immersion Elementary 
School in British Columbia. We are proud of our growing enrolment and our 
successful program. Students are thriving in our school and becoming 
bilingual members of our community. We have an excellent Learning 
Assistance program where students are given support in both languages. 

A Statement for International Students: Our school operates in French during 
class, assemblies and announcements. From Grades 3 – 7, English is 
taught one hour a day. If you want to speak the other official language of 
Canada, French, while living in an English environment, you can learn two 
new languages at the same time. An international student would have to 
already have a certain ability with French in order to enter the French 
immersion program. 

 
 
 

Coldstream Elementary School 
Location: 10104 Kalamalka Rd., Coldstream, BC 
Mission Statement: For students to achieve and celebrate successful learning 

in a supportive environment which promotes social and environmental 
responsibility. 

Local Student Population: approx. 383 
Sport Activities & Facilities: P.E. Classes, Cross Country Running, Spring & 

Fall Running (whole school), Volleyball, Basketball, Cross Country Skiing. 
The school has a gymnasium, playing field, and playground equipment. 

Main Strengths: A school culture characterized by mutual respect, appropriate 
behavior, high academic achievement, and student leadership. 

A Statement For International Students: Coldstream Elementary is a very 
welcoming and caring community. 

 
Ellison ElementarySchool 

Location: 2400 Fulton Road, Vernon, BC 
Local Student Population: approx. 340 - 400 
Sport Activities & Facilities: Gym, Playground, Soccer Fields, Outside 

Basketball Hoops, Volleyball & Basketball Teams, Computer Lab 
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Main Strengths: Caring and supportive environment. Student-centered, where 
teachers engage students in critical thinking and the joy of discovery. 

A Statement for International Students: Our school celebrates diversity and 
believes that everyone benefits when we engage in cross-cultural activities. 
We welcome the opportunity to work with children and families from across 
the world. 

 
 

Hillview Elementary School 
Location: 1822 Francis St., Vernon, BC 
Mission Statement: At Hillview Elementary School, we respect, value and 

promote: knowledge, individuals, development and safety. 
Local Student Population: approx. 380 
Sport Activities & Facilities: Gym, School Sports – Volleyball, Basketball, 

Cross Country Running, Track & Field 
Main Strengths: Hillview fosters a respectful school climate. Teachers have 

regular instruction about moral virtues like respect, kindness, etc. Students 
are community minded and support a number of charities throughout the 
year. 

A Statement For International Students: We welcome others into our school 
culture and will foster respect for many different students. 

 
 
Lavington Elementary School 

Location: 9715 School Rd., Coldstream, BC 
Mission Statement: To develop skills, attitude and knowledge which enable all 

students to develop to their full potential as individuals and as citizens in a 
changing world. 

Local Student Population: approx.190 
Sport Activities & Facilities: Excellent Gym, Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball, 

Volleyball, Track, Cross Country Running 
Main Strengths: Family support; strong academics; excellent tone and 

behavior; elementary band 
A Statement For International Students: School goals are: 1) to improve 

student performance in math, 2) to improve participation and attitudes 
towards physical activity. 

 
 
Mission Hill Elementary School 

Location: 1510 – 36 Street, Mission Hill 
Mission Statement: At Mission Hill Elementary School we value our cultural 

diversity and the uniqueness of each child, and work together to provide a 
caring place where self-esteem, social responsibility, physical well-being 
and intellectual development are promoted. 

Local Student Population:  approx. 347 
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Sport Activities & Facilities:  Volleyball, Basketball, Running, Track & Field,  
subject to availability of coaches. There are regular PE classes for physical 
fitness and skill development. 

Main Strengths: We celebrate cultural differences. Everyone belongs. 
 
 
Okanagan Landing Elementary School 

Location: 7322 Grant Road, Vernon, BC 
Mission Statement: Developing a community of caring, capable, confident 

learners. 
Local Student Population: approx. 301 
Sport Activities & Facilities: We have a full size gym, adequate playing field, 

new playground equipment, etc. Our school is involved in the Elementary 
Athletic Association and we participate in the following sport activities – 
volleyball, basketball, cross country running, track and field. Our students 
also participate in a Grade 6/7 Skiing Program, Grade 5 Curling Program, 
Grade 4 Cross Country Skiing Program, and a Swimming Program for 
Grade 2/3. 

Main Strengths: We have a diverse population. Our students get to develop 
their technological skill in a good lab setting. Academically our students are 
evolving into interactive learners who have enquiring minds. Our drama 
program is strong and our school does a large production every 2nd year. We 
have a strong Athletic Program, with our school fielding teams in all areas. 
Our ‘Run for Fun’ program combined with our Cross Country Running 
Program is a highlight for many students. 

A Statement for International Students: It is important to bring the world to 
our school in the form of other students from far away countries. I would 
encourage our international students to share of their experiences and to get 
involved in the Canadian way of life. It is important for them to become 
involved in activities at school and in the community with their host families. 

 
Silver Star Elementary School 

Location: 1404 – 35th Avenue, centrally located in a subdivision 
Mission Statement: All students will have the opportunity to develop to their 

fullest potential in a safe, respectful environment which fosters lifelong 
learning. 

Local Student Population: approx. 440 
Sport Activities & Facilities: Volleyball, Basketball, Cross Country Running, 

Track & Field 
Main Strengths: Balance of academic, sports and fine arts programs. 
A Statement For International Students: At Silver Star School, we respect 

ourselves, others and property. 
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Activities 
 
SD #22 and the beautiful surrounding Okanagan landscape offer a wide range of 
activities for students to participate in: 
 
 mountain biking  
 roller blading  
 hiking  
 swimming  
 golf  
 water sports  
 water slides  
 cultural & historical events 
 kayaking/canoeing  
 fitness gym  
 horseback riding  
 chairlift rides  
 indoor rock climbing 

 sailing 
 skiing 
 snow boarding  
 gym nights  
 snow tubing  
 skating  
 junior hockey action  
 Vernon Winter Carnival  
 movie nights  
 Okanagan tour  
 Science centre
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Services Provided by SD #22 
 
The following services are provided by SD #22 and are described in the following 
pages: 
 
 Supervised Homestay Program and Other Living Options 
 Medical Insurance 
 Airport Pickup 
 Custodian 
 Orientation 
 School Bus Transportation 
 Revalidation of Foreign Transcripts 
 Multiple Entry Time 
 Extension of Study Permit 
 Counseling and Assistance with Transition into Post-secondary Institutions 
 
 
Supervised Homestay Program and Other Living Options 
 
First Option: 

While in Canada, our international students are required to live with a 
homestay family specifically selected for the student. Dedicated homestay 
staff provide ongoing support and supervision. 
 

Second Option: 
While in Canada, our international students may choose to live with a 
guardian who is 25 years old or older. All arrangements for the option are 
the responsibility of the student and the guardian. 

 
Third Option: 

While in Canada, our international students may live with their parents in 
our community. All arrangements for this option are the responsibility of 
the parent accompanying the child or their designate. SD #22 will assist by 
providing information about local rental agencies. 

 
Homestay Rules, Regulations and Guidelines 
 
SD #22 invites international students into our district schools to encourage 
intercultural and international understanding. The Homestay Program is 
organized to provide visiting students with the security of a family, a cultural 
education in a home setting and the best possible environment to learn English. 
The goal should be for all involved (host family and student) to learn from each 
other and to foster friendship. 
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The following are designed to establish the guidelines of the Homestay: 
 
 General Homestay Family Information 
 
 The homestay family provides the student with a “home away from home”. 

The visiting student will be welcomed into the home with the spirit that 
they are new members of the family.  

 The student will be expected to conform to the rules and routines of family 
life. This will include keeping their own room clean and tidy and may 
include helping with household chores. Appropriate discipline and 
supervision consistent with being a responsible parent is provided.  

 Meals (three per day) and snacks are provided. It is common in Canada 
for students to make their breakfast and lunch. 

 Airport pickup. 
 General, reasonable transportation. 
 Homestay parents provide a separate bedroom, bedding, closet, desk and 

study lamp. The student has access to the remainder of the house, 
including laundry facilities. 

 
 Request for Changes 
 
 Students may wish to change a home for the following reasons: 

• irreconcilable differences 
• inappropriate behavior by host family 
 
Students must inform their homestay coordinator of their request. Only 
after fully understanding the issue, mediation and agreement will a 
transfer occur. Under exceptional circumstances the move is made 
immediately. 
 

 Payment of Homestay Fees 
 
 The student will pay homestay fees directly to School District #22 

(Vernon). 
 Students are expected to pay for their own toiletries and bus fares. 

Students may be invited to participate in family holidays and/or travel 
where costs are incurred. When students choose not to participate in the 
activity, they must accept alternative arrangements made by the homestay 
parent for their stay. 

 
 Transportation 
 
 Purchasing and operating a vehicle while in a VSD program is not allowed 

for students under 19. The municipal bus system and the homestay 
parents will provide transportation for the student. The students are 
encouraged to purchase a bicycle to enjoy the beautiful City of Vernon. 
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 Absenteeism 
 
 Students are expected to attend school daily, unless the homestay family 

deems the student to be too ill to attend school. Any absence must be 
reported to the school by the host family. 

 
 Respecting Homestay Times and Rules 
 
 Students are strongly encouraged to participate in extra-curricular 

activities at school and in the community. A regular program of physical 
fitness is recommended. 

 Students should complete all homework assignments and should be 
expected to spend a reasonable amount of time per day doing homework. 

 Immigration Canada does not permit students to hold jobs in Canada. In 
post secondary students are permitted to work 20 hours a week off 
campus. 

 
 Smoking and Consumption of Alcohol 

 
 The use of alcohol and drugs is prohibited and may result in the student 

being sent home. No smoking is allowed in homes unless permitted by the 
homestay family. In Canada it is illegal for people under 19 years of age to 
purchase cigarettes and illegal for people under 19 years of age to 
purchase or consume alcohol. 

 
 Meals 
 
 The student is provided with three wholesome Canadian meals each day. 

In some cases the student may be expected to prepare his/her own 
breakfast or lunch but all the groceries are provided by the homestay 
parents. Students should not prepare any food after 10:00 p.m. 

 
 Curfew 
 
 Curfews will be the same as for family members or other local children of 

the same age. It is recommended that students be home by 10:00 p.m. on 
weeknights and by midnight on weekends. Students are expected to be in 
bed before 12:00 a.m. because adequate rest is necessary for success in 
school. If students require a ride home and it is inconvenient for the 
homestay family to provide the ride, then the students should take a taxi or 
bus. Student should make these arrangements with the host family prior to 
leaving home. 

 Overnight stays outside of the family home are subject to the prior 
approval of the homestay family. Out-of-town travel, which should be very 
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infrequent, is subject to the approval of both the homestay family and the 
Principal of the International Educational program. The homestay family is 
required to have the name, address and phone number of the person(s) 
the student will be staying with. 

 Students who are 16 years and under will not be left unattended overnight. 
Adult supervision will be arranged for the student if the homestay parent 
will be away. 

 
 Personal Relationships 
 
 The district encourages students to build friendships but discourages 

personal boyfriend/girlfriend relationships. This adds to social and cultural 
burdens for international students and hinders in their ability to succeed. 

 
 Use of Family Telephone 
 
 Students should use a prepaid telephone calling card. In the event the 

student uses the homestay phone, the student must pay for all long 
distance phone calls when requested to do so by the homestay parent. 
Students are discouraged from using the telephone after 10:00 p.m. 
except if it is for emergency reasons. Students should not spend long 
periods of time on the telephone, as this interferes with necessary study 
time and opportunities to interact with the host family. 

 
The guidelines provided are reasonable expectations designed to provide a 
framework for host family and student relationships to find their own balance and 
provided a positive experience for all. 
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Medical Insurance 
 
SD #22 will make all arrangements to register the student for the Medical 
Insurance available for International Students. Students will be registered for 
private insurance for the first three months in Canada and transferred to 
Standard Canadian Medical after three months. 
 
 
Summary of Private Coverage 
 
This insurance covers injury or sickness requiring emergency hospital 
confinement or emergency medical treatment while attending a recognized 
institution of learning within Canada. The Insured must be a student of foreign 
nationality who is not a Canadian citizen or landed immigrant and who has been 
enrolled in and attending a recognized institution of learning. Please note that 
pre-existing conditions are not covered and extra coverage may be required. For 
the complete details, refer to actual policy wording.  
 
http://www.guard.me/studentguard/policies.php  “Standard Policies” 
 
 
Canadian Medical Insurance 
 
All long-term students are required to 
be covered by Canadian Medical 
Insurance after the three-month wait 
period is complete.  Canadian Medical 
Insurance provides comprehensive 
coverage for doctor and hospital 
visits.  Prescriptions, dental and 
ambulance rides are not covered.   
 

http://www.health.gov.bc.ca/msp/infoben/benefits.html 
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Airport Pickup 
 
All students are picked up at the airport in Vernon by their host families or SD 
#22. Arrangements for this must be made prior to the arrival of the student. 
 
 
Custodianship 
 
All international students under the age of 19 intending to study in Canada 
without an accompanying parent must identify a custodian in Canada who is 
authorized to act on behalf of the parent.  SD #22 provides this service to 
students living in SD #22 homestay program. 
 
 
Orientation 
 
All international students are encouraged to be part of the orientation by SD #22 
and the individual school orientations.  Dates of orientations will be provided to all 
students prior to their arrival. 
 
 
School Bus Transportation 
 
All students living further than 1.4 km from the school have the privilege of using 
the school bus to attend school. 
 
 
Revalidation of Foreign Transcripts 
 
SD #22 assists all students in revalidating foreign transcripts so that the student 
is able to transfer credits earned in their native country. 
 
Students are expected to complete all the requirements for British Columbia 
graduation and may have to repeat some of the course work done abroad. 
 
SD #22 will provide students with detailed information of what courses are 
required for completion of the program and the length of the study period. 
 
The student’s best interests are at the heart of every decision we make. 
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Multiple Entry Time 
 
Each secondary school year runs from early September to late June and is 
taught in a two semester format: 

 Semester One:  September to January 
 Semester Two:  February to June 

 
Students complete all requirements for courses registered in each semester and 
gain credits at the end of each semester. 
 
SD #22 also provides additional entry time in one school which runs on a quarter 
system. Students may join in: 

 September 
 November 
 February 
 April 

 
 
Extension of Study Permit 
 
SD #22 will provide assistance to students in submission of their application to 
extend their stay in Canada for the sole purpose of studying in SD #22. 
 
SD #22 does not accept any responsibility for the expiration of a study permit. 
Agents, parents and guardians are responsible for making certain that the 
student holds a legal status to be in Canada to study. 
 
Counseling and Assistance with Transition into Post-Secondary 
Institutions 
 
SD #22 will assist students in planning their post-secondary endeavors. Full 
information about entering into Canadian or USA universities is available through 
the counseling office in each school. Schools provide information to all 
graduating students and international students will be able to access this 
information. 
 
Arrangements are also made with certain key post-secondary institutions in 
Canada to provide first-hand information to international students for registration 
requirements. 
 
It is recommended that students make three choices so that they are able to get 
entry into at least one program of choice. 
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The Application Process 
 
Step One:  Complete the online application or paper application which are 
available on the School District #22 website. Paper applications should be 
submitted by scan or given personally to a School District #22 representative. 
 
 
Step Two:  Pay the CAD$150 application fee by credit card, cash or money 
order. If paying by credit card, complete a credit card authorization form. 
 
 
Step Three:  Submit application documentation including: 
 Certified transcripts of school records in English 
 Letter of intent from student in English indicating future academic plans  
 Copy of the student passport 
 One letter of reference from your current school 
 Homestay application (if applying for homestay) 
 TOEFL, IELTS or other English test results if available 

 
 
Step Four:  Upon receipt of the application and supporting documents, a 
decision will be made within one business week. Scanned copies of the Letter of 
Acceptance, custodianship forms and invoice will be emailed to the applicant for 
proofing. Once the documents are confirmed correct the applicant is to send a 
confirmation email. Original documents will be sent by courier once fees are 
received.  
 
 
Step Five:  School district staff will provide bank wire transfer information. When 
completing a wire transfer, ensure the student name is on the bank wire details. 
Email a scanned copy of the wire transfer document as soon as possible after 
the wire transfer is sent.  
 
 
Step Six:  Student applies for study permit and/or visitor's visa to travel to 
Canada.  
 
 
Step Seven:  Student provides an email confirming date and time of arrival to 
Kelowna International Airport (YLW). Arrangements will be made for the student 
to be picked up at the airport.  
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Completing the Application Form 
 
Education Information 
Program applied for: 
 The English Language and Canadian Culture Program (one semester or 

one year) is intended for students who are mainly interested in improving 
their English and learning more about Canadian culture and who do not 
plan to graduate with a British Columbia High School Diploma. 

 The British Columbia Graduation Program for Grades 10, 11 and 12 
students allows successful students to graduate with a B.C. High School 
Diploma (Dogwood). Students whose English as a Second Language 
skills might be weak may need extra time to graduate. 

 Study in Vernon Grade School (Grades K to 12) 
 Summer Program Academic/ESL Activities 
 Winter Program – Mini School Experience 

 
Desired Start Date: 

Each secondary school year in British Columbia runs from early 
September to late June and is generally broken into two semesters. 
Semester One runs from September to January and Semester Two from 
February to June. There is also an additional option available at SD #22 to 
start in November or April. If you would like to study for a period of time 
that does not match a semester or the complete school year, please 
indicate your desired start date. 

 
Living Arrangements: 

While in Canada international students are required to live either with a 
responsible person aged 25 years or older, or with one of the homestay 
families specially selected by us. Please let us know what your 
accommodation requirements are. 

 
Custodianship: 

All international students aged 18 years or younger intending to study in 
Canada without an accompanying parent must identify a custodian in 
Canada who is authorized to act on behalf of the parents (see Minors 
Studying in Canada). We would be pleased to provide that service to you. 
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Program Fees 
 
Program Fees are set out in the current Fee Schedule issued by SD #22, 
available on the SD #22 website. 
 
Students will be assessed a mandatory, non-refundable $150.00 (CAD) 
application fee upon submission of the application form. The application fee is to 
cover the administrative costs of the processing of the form and documents. 
 
Upon receipt of the application form and the application fee (and relevant 
supporting documentation), the Letter of Offer will be sent to the student. Along 
with the Letter of Offer, an invoice for the fees will be included. 
 
The invoice will include the following: 

- Tuition fees for the duration of the program 
- Homestay fees for the duration of the program 
- Student Services Fee 
- Medical insurance 
- Where applicable, activities fee 
 

Fees are due prior to the start of the program. Deadlines for payment are as 
follows: 

- September arrival: July 15 deadline 
- November arrival: October 1 deadline 
- February arrival: December 15 deadline 
- April arrival: March 1 deadline 
- Summer Program: May 15 deadline 

 
Nonpayment of fees will result in the student not being permitted to attend 
classes. Payment must be made prior to the start of school to avoid any effect on 
the student’s studies. Please note that in the event that fees are not paid on time, 
a late charge of $100 (CAD) will be applied. 

Refund Policy 

Refusal of Visa 
In the event the student’s visa or travel documents are denied, the student will 
receive a full refund of fees paid, minus the $150 application fee and an 
additional $100 (CAD) administration fee (total deduction from the refund $250). 
Proof of denial of visa will be required in order to initiate refund. 

Cancellation by Student Prior to Program Start 
i) Fees are paid for the duration of the program and therefore are 
non-refundable. SD #22 resources are allocated on the basis of enrolment 
and therefore it is not possible to refund fees for any reason.  
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ii) No refund of fees will be granted once the Visa and Study Permit 
have been granted.  
 
iii) No refund will be granted if the student withdraws from the program 
after the program has started. Program is considered to have started as of 
the first official day of school – not the date the student arrives. 
 
iv) No refund will be granted if the student is found to be in violation of 
the rules and regulations of the program and SD #22 and is, as a result of 
this violation, removed from the program. Students will be sent home at 
the student’s expense by the first available transport.  
 
v) No refund will be granted if it is found that the student obtained 
admission to the SD #22 International Student Program under false 
pretenses or with forged documents.  
 
vi) No refund will be granted if the student’s immigration status 
changes after 30 days of beginning the program in September. No refund 
will be granted if the student’s immigration status changes at any time 
following the beginning of the program at any other time of year 
(November, February, or April). 
 
vii) School District #22 (Vernon)  is not liable for losses/expenses that 
may incur as a result of the district being unable to provide education 
owing to labour disputes, inclement weather conditions or other causes 
beyond its control. 

Refunds on Homestay Fees 
Please note that refunds will be granted only on the unused portion of the 
homestay fees paid, beginning with the month after leaving the program.  
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Study Permit Regulations 
 
 International students taking a program of studies for less than 6 months (180 

days) do not require a study permit - these students only require a visitor’s 
visa.  Students with only a visitor’s visa cannot extend their stay in Canada 
for the purpose of studying. 

 
 The first study permit application is made from outside of Canada. An 

extension of study permit/visa is permitted where a valid letter of acceptance 
has been issued by an institution where the student intends to study. 

 
 SD #22 recommends that all students obtain a study permit for any duration 

of study if they have not decided on their future academic and instructional 
intent. 

 
 Students coming to Canada for the purpose of studying for a period 

exceeding 180 days must acquire a study permit and a visitor’s visa. 
 
 Study permit applications can be obtained at the head office of the Canadian 

Embassy, Consulate, or High Commission Office in the student’s area or 
region. 

 
 It is imperative that all requirements listed in the application for study permit 

and visitor’s visa be completed with accurate, complete and authentic 
information. 

 
 Any study permit/visa application containing fraudulent or incomplete 

information will be rejected. 
 
 The Canadian Immigration office will determine the validity of the student’s 

application on the basis of two main criteria: 
• Is the student a bona fide student? 
• Is the financial support available to the student for the duration of study 
sufficient and accessible? 
 

 Proof of payment of fees is a crucial component of the study permit 
application. 

 
 The student has the right to re-apply if they have additional information in 

support of their application. 
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